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About Us...

Ecole Olds Elementary School (EOES) is a safe and caring Pre-K-4 school dedicated to academic
achievement and the positive personal development of children. It is staffed by a group of caring and

compassionate people who love kids. Throughout our school there is an atmosphere of energy and

enthusiasm that reminds us that learning is fun! EOES is a dual-track school offering both English and

French Immersion.
Full-time specialist teachers for music and physical education.

i

)::} Full-time librarian working with a collection of more than 19,000 titles.

- C Semet o o soceis] et
Services omprehensive supports for students with special needs.
w Pre-Kindergarten program for 3 and 4 years olds.

Early Literacy Program & Early Numeracy for
students in kindergarten through grade four.

Guiding Principles...

School Motto: Orchestrating Early Success

School Vision: A safe and caring school where every child has the opportunity to be a scholar,
an artist, and a citizen.




Our Programs — What Makes Us Unique?|

Literacy

\

G

ABC Music

Leap To Literacy
Nursery Rhymes
Reading at EOES

Writing at EOES

Early Literacy Initiative
Numeracy
Daily Revisiting

Estimation & Problem Solving
Love for Math
New Program of Studies

Early Numeracy Initiative

An EOES program offered in addition to kindergarten music that integrates the components of early literacy: alphabet recognition, letter
sounds, rhyming words, natural rhythm/beat, and blending letter sounds.

Is a collaborative program with Chinook’s Edge and community agencies to identify pre-school children who will benefit from pre-
kindergarten learning opportunities. The program also provides parents and caregivers with resources, information, and support in the
area of Early Literacy.

EOES has a school-wide focus on nursery rhymes. Why? Research clearly indicates a strong relation between early exposure to nursery
rhymes and a child’s success in reading, writing, and spelling.

Teachers at EOES use many approaches for developing excellent readers and celebrating early literacy. There is a school-wide focus on
five reading components — phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension. (as articulated by Dawn Reithaug) As
well, a program called Literacy Backpacks (developed by EOES teachers Shannon Basisty and Helene Fisher) helps families become
involved. Many different programs are utilized in order to support student learning (ex: Guided Reading, Animated Literacy, Daily 5)

Teachers at EOES use a variety of approaches for developing excellent writers. There is a school-wide focus on the writing process and
recognizing children as authors. EOES teachers give timely, specific feedback, and students learn to use tools such as writing guides,
dictionaries, and spelling lists. Many different programs are utilized in order to support student learning (ex: Community of Learners,
Animated Literacy, Daily 5)

Provide struggling students with small group instruction with certified educational assistants (under the supervision of our special
education teacher) several times each week

Result in student success. OES teachers help students learn and review key math concepts every day and connect math to daily, real-life
situations. We also focus on process rather than just getting the “right answer”. Many of our programs are based on “Math for Success”
by EOES teacher Darlene Kusick, “Developmental Mathematics” by John van de Walle and “Power of Ten” by Trevor Calkins

At EOES, we teach estimation and problem solving every day. Teachers use contexts such as calendar activities, money, and games to
help children become critical thinkers.

At EOES, kids love math because teachers make math fun. Our program is about helping kids gain confidence, become great
mathematicians, and tell others that they can do it!

A new program of studies was recently implemented in K-4. PD activities on topics such as subitizing, patterning, and open number lines
recognize this.

Provide struggling students with small group instruction with certified educational assistants (under the supervision of our special

|

education teacher) several times each week
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Our Programs — What Makes Us Unique? &%
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Committed to a Quality Learning Environment

To ensure that we engage every Assessment for Learning, differentiated classroom instruction,

student in meaningful learning by consistent classroom routines, pedagogically sound use of

challenging, encouraging and believing educatl.onal tfachnology, providing enrlchment. through cmljrrlculum
based field trips and guest speakers and ongoing professional

in them we commit to the following... development for all staff

French Immersion

At EOES we embrace our French A Bilingual Culture , Canadian Parents For French (CPF),
Immersion program through Communication and Marketing, Kindergarten Opportunities

g . *als Teaches every EOES student music and builds on our reputation for having an outstanding music program. Our program emphasizes vocal
A Fu" Tlme MUSIC SpECIaIISt development, rhythmic awareness, instrument technique, creative movement, ensemble playing and valuable social skills.

Is a traveling exhibit that showcases more than 300 EOES student art projects at the local hospital, library, and aquatic center.

Art from the Start & prel P y.andaq

Art Is a powerful learning medium for all areas of the curriculum. We believe in the value of using art to represent our children’s work. Our
students’ artwork is showcased in our hallways, murals, and in our community.

Are scheduled 2-3 times each year to introduce children to bands, musical performers, instruments, dance, and magic. We also have a
CUIturaI Events Traveling Art Show display art in our hallways twice each year

At every grade level help showcase our children’s talents in fine arts and literacy. In addition, grade four classes and individual students
OES Performances participate in the Olds Kiwanis Music Festival.

H Practices every week and represents EOES well by performing at the Olds Kiwanis Music Festival, retirement homes, churches, and other
Our OES Cho" community eernts. P ’P ’
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Our Programs — What Makes Us Unique?§

Learning Supports

: : A= Is always available to coordinate programs to support the unique learning needs of our children
Special Education Liaison
Assistive Technology Provides another support for students
A A Play a vital role in our school. EA’s work with classroom teachers to provide small group, one-on-one, in-class, and pull-out
Educational Assistants (EA)
instruction to help kids learn.
Pre-Kindergarten & Program Unit Is an innovative 375-hour program offered to 4-year olds with mild/moderate needs and to 3-4 year olds with severe
. learning needs. Our Pre-Kindergarten program is integral in our school. PUF provides additional support to qualifying 3-5
Fundlng (PU F) year olds to attend Pre-Kindergarten and kindergarten at EOES
. Are coordinated by a Speech/Language Pathologist. Students receive weekly programming
Speech Services
Physical Activity, Health, and Wellness
A Full-Time physica| Education Specialist Who teaches every EOES student physical education and coordinates a school-wide approach to physical activity, health,

and wellness.

Activities for Kids EOES students have opportunities to learn new skills in swimming, curling, skating, climbing, gymnastics, dance, games,
fitness, cross-country running and basketball kilometer club, seven different playground structures

Daily Physical Activity (DPA) EOES is committed to 30 minutes/day of physical activity for every child, and recess time at OES adds up to 55
minutes/day. This commitment helps students become active for life.

Ever Active School Means that Ecole Olds Elementary has been provincially recognized for our commitment to providing and promoting the
benefits of physical activity, healthy eating, and mental health.

Family School Wellness Program Is a confidential, voluntary, preventative service offered to children and families. OES has a full-time Family School
Wellness Worker who spends 100% of her time helping kids succeed.

Handwashing Campaign &Allergy Presentation Are ongoing classroom-based program coordinated with our health region

Nutrition Initiatives Our milk and yogurt program, learning activities in our Kitchen, Newsletter reminders and our partnership with Drew

Tadia from True Form help children make healthy choices

School Celebrations First Kilometer Club Run, EOES Fun Run, Terry Fox Run, Run Skip Jump and Play Day and Western Day help us celebrate

Youth Empowerment and Support (YES) Program provides EOES with a Youth Mentor who facilitates fun activities for kids (during & after school ) while coaching children in
the areas of decision-making and resiliency




Buccesses

Some Accomplishments in 2010-2011

A EOES CARE Club reached (and surpassed) their goal of raising $15 000 for "Free the Children

in order to

build a school in Lai Gow, India. A further S5000 was awarded to the club for their well deserved efforts.

A Working together, teachers completed the EOES Consistencies document which provides a foundation for
teaching in learning throughout our classrooms in the following areas: Literacy, Numeracy, Assessment,

Daily Physical Activity.

A EOES demonstrated growth in the area of literacy as shown in our grade three Provincial Achievement

Test Results.
A French Immersion continues to show growth and viability

A Pre-Kindergarten program continues to grow with positive community support

2010-2011 Results
AAccountability Pillar Report e (A
ASchollie Satisfaction Survey Results
AAchievement Tests Five Year Roll Up
| Report

'\\



http://www.oldselementary.ca/docs/library/Accountability.pdf
http://www.oldselementary.ca/docs/library/Parent Satisfaction Survey Results.pdf
http://www.oldselementary.ca/docs/library/Olds Elementary Achievement.pdf
http://www.oldselementary.ca/docs/library/Olds Elementary AISI.pdf

Our Accountability Report Card

Olds Elementary School Alberta Measure Evaluation

Measure Category

Measure Category Evaluation

Prev Year  Prev3yr Current Prev Year

Current Result Result J— Result Result Prev 3 Yr Average Achievement Improvement Overall
Safe and Caring Schools Safe and Caring 94.1 90.8 90.7 88.1 87.6 86.6 _
Student Learning Program of Studies 93.6 88.8 88.7 80.9 80.5 80.1 _ Maintained
Opportunities Education Quality 95.7 951 946 894  89.2 88.9 _ Maintained
PAT: Acceptable 93.5 80.6 78.6 79.3 79.1 78.0 -
Student Learning
Achievement (Grades K-9)
PAT: Excellence 26.9 215 15.8 19.6 19.4 18.5
Preparation for Lifelong Work Preparation 78.5 76.1 752 801  79.9 79.8 _ Maintained
Learning, World of Work,
Citizenship Citizenship 93.1 86.5 87.3 81.9 81.4 79.9 _
Parental Involvement Parental 86.8 85.5 82.6 79.9 80.0 79.4 - Maintained
Involvement

A A safe and caring school with good programs and quality\‘tea

(
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learning. E— U

AOur students succeed! Continuous improvement at aI\I“;feveIs\ L]
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Successes MrtifaCt 2
Schollie Survey - Student

The annual Schollie Survey seeks responses from students, parents and staff and is a measure of satisfaction on a

variety of indicators.

What our students said... 79 responses
Question EOES Similar Schools All Chinook's Edge
| feel welcome at school 96% 96% 92%
| am clear on what | am expected to learn. 99% 96& 91%
The staff at my school care about their students. 97% 96% 87%
| am encouraged to do my best at school 99% 97% 89%
Teachers use a variety of approaches to help me learn. 99% 95% 80%
| feel safe at school. 96% 93% 86%
| understand what digital citizenship means. 63% 81% 69%
What this means... L e g
———
A Our students feel welcome, safe and cared for. ; "
A Our student feel clear on the learning expectations and recognize .

the variety of approaches offered in their learning
need to spend more time using the terminolo ' &



Successes MrtifaCt 2
Schollie Survey - Parent

The annual Schollie Survey seeks responses from students, parents and staff and is a measure of satisfaction on a

variety of indicators.

What our parents said... 27 responses
Question EOES Similar Schools All Chinook's Edge

With the way the school keeps you informed about your child's progress

and achievement 96% 92% 85%

With the academic achievement of the students in this school 100% 94% 88%

With the help and support teachers give your child to help him / her learn 89% 93% 83%

That there is a caring atmosphere at the school 96% 96% 89%

With the overall quality of education your child receives 100% 94% 88%

With the resources available to implement programming for special

education students 100% 94% 89%

G
What this means... y

A Our data aligns with similar schools in CESD
A Parents demonstrate an overall satisfaction with a variety \ E
of areas r ——

rents is a very low participation rate...we typically have 3 times




Successes MrtifaCt 3
Provincial Achievement Tests — Gr. 3

Acceptable Standard of Excellence? Participation
: Standard? Rates3
Subject
2010-11 Result 2010-11 Result 2010-11 Result
Language Arts 3 93.5% 26.9% 99.1%
French Language Arts 3 86.7% 20.0% 93.3%
Math 3 89.8% 38.0% 97.2%

Footnotes:
1 —The % of students who achieve the Acceptable Standard on the provincial achievement test.
2 — The % of students who achieve the Standard of Excellence on the provincial achievement test.
3 —The % of students who write the provincial achievement test.

What the data tells us... (g ! '
A EOES Students continue to perform above provincial average in _

both the acceptable standard and the standard of excellence -




Successes

Martifact 4

Alberta Initiative for School Improvemeént

Great things are happening in Al bert:

Initiative for School Improvement (AISI) has been at the forefront of encouraging
and promoting creativity and innovation in Alberta schools.

Project/School Goals

School Goal 1

Assessment for learning strategies will be evident in every classroom, everyday, for
every student at EOES.

Teachers at EOES will commit to consistent expectations and ex

eﬁcgs for all
EOES students in the teaching of literacy and numeracy. .

T School Goal 2 | T
S-S g A - :
dfs —  Allteachers will become competent users of Smart board and WEb*Z-O—tO.QLL -
n
AlSI has lnsplred almost 2,000 projects that have been filled with = ‘
innovation, creativity, and a true desire to improve student N

earning. These projects explore new approaches in



Successes /BArtifaCt 5
Other Indicators of Success

V ExtraCurricular Activitiese always a huge success
A Grade 3 & 4 Choir
A Grade 4 Floor Hockey
A Hooper ds Hoops
A YES Programs : Running Readers & Nature Nuts
V We have hundreds of volunteer hours in our building each year
V Professional Development for both Teaching and Support Staff is a consistent [

/&UCCGSSES

School Council and Parental Involvement
AEOES School Council — supports our programs and creates opportunities for
kids through fundraising, recognition, program evaluation, parental inget; and
shared decision making. s 4
Aparent Volunteers — are important and appreciated. We love it whe
parents volunteer in our school. A detailed list of procedures helps wel‘Qome

our visitors and volunteers while also ensuring the safety of our childreh: '5 ]
ASpecial Events — such as our Welcome Back BBQ, ABC Music Showcase, <
classroom open houses, Welcome to Kindergarten, Children’s Fair, EQES Sock \
Hop and parent- _teacher interviews help us connect with parents. | |




Mlanning for 2011-12

~ What islriving change at
EcoldO|l ds EIl ement ai

A Data from our artifacts

A New policies from Alberta Educatic
A Research and best practices

A Provincial and CESD
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A AL~ i
5% i

— 1 o ,? NF. L ﬁ s é’m“’ oy

= \ e ‘v,‘." ey
' S Tl - —
| \l s r S -

,,,,,,

l\
\‘_!



MAlanning for 2011-12

Areas For Growth / Focus
What the data tells us...

AAchievement:

AData from staff indicates a need for continuous
improvement and consistency in the areas of literacy
and numeracy

ASatisfaction:
AStudent data indicates a need for digital literacy

AStaff data indicates a need to review and focus on.il
resources available to implement programming 1
special education students

ATPGP Meeting Data indicates a continued need't 9\ =

focus on the embedding of technology in teachlrag and\ |

learning " ﬂ ‘




APlanning for 2011-12

Areas For Growth / Focus

What new provincial and district policies tell us...

Alberta Education Chinook’s Edge Ecole Olds Elementary Sc
New Policy New Policy and Practice New & Continued Endeavors
Inspiring Action on Education AISI—21st century learning Consistency in Learning
Envisions students who are engaged, ethical and Quality Learning Environment Student Engagement

SHLEERIEL Assessment for learnin
q 0 |
Instructional Leadership g

Imbedding technology in teaching and learning

Learning Teams

Action on Inclusion Special Education Coaches Coaching and facilitating inclusive programming
The goal of an inclusive education system is to Success for all students Personalizing of programs
provide all students with the most appropriate focs | | .
learning environments and opportunities for them |nclusive Classrooms Professional Development Opportunities
to best achieve their potential
Action on Curriculum (upcoming) Quality Learning Environment Consistency in Learning f”\
"Engaging curriculum that inspires every student, Instructional Leadership Student Engagement \\ ‘
every day" is the project's guiding vision. Assessment for learning

Imbedding technology in teachfr\jg'and learning

Learning Teams S — 'z-
—

What research and best practices tell us...

A AISI Team research has identified the best practices in key areas of literacy a =
numeracy. Teachers are working this year to put th

hl




Mlanning for 2011-12

Areas For Growth / Focus
What new provincial goals tell us...

ASuccess for every student

A students demonstrate proficiency in literacy and numeracy, students achieve
educational outcomes, and students are prepared for the 21st century.

ATransformed education through collaboration

A students have access to programming and supports to enable their learning,
demonstrate openness to new and innovative ideas, and demonstrate
leadership and collaboration.

ASuccess for First Nations, Metis and Inuitf'?‘

students X

A

\*\;_;f S 3 \
A First Nations, Métis and Inuit (FNMI) students are engaged in learning and-that. ; -
the achievement gap between FNMI and non-FNMI students is eIir\n%nated. L

\




Alanning for 2011-12

Goal Alighment

Alberta Education

Success for every student

Transformed education
through collaboration

Chinook’s Edge

Quality learning environment
built on engagement and
relationships

Collaborative learning
environment, personalized for
all learners

Success for First Nations, Metis Facilitating a focus on FNMI

and Inuit students

students and heritage in all
schools

Ecole Olds Elementary

Every classroom, every day,
every student...

Improving teaching and
learning

A emphasis on Literacy and
Numeracy through AlSI,

classroom instruction and
support pro/@

D i
A culture of inclusion,

engagement and———
personalization for aistudent_"

—

are prim




Alanning for 2011-12

Goals and Targets for 2011-2012

Every classroom, every day, every student...improving teaching and learning

C Our students will meet or exceed provincial standards for acceptable and
excellence in all subjects.

¢ 100% of Teachers will indicate an improvement in student achievement

C 80% of staff will be satisfied with the resources available to implement
programming for special education students

Consistent expectations and experiences for all EOES students o
C 90% of students, parents, and staff will be satisfied with the overall q lity of
education at Ecole Olds Elementary \




Ailanning for 2011-12 Key St rategies
EOES Goal

Every classroom, every day, every student...improving
teaching and learning

Continue Doing... Begin to Focus on...

Focus on the implementation of EOES Provide Professional Development for staff

Learning Consistencies on the various areas of focus in the Learning
Consistencies

Connection between AISI projects, How future projects will build upon the

professional growth plans and school goals knowledge gained through previous projects
and goals

Collaborative learning environments for staff Embed pedagogically sound use of
technology

Utilize the QLE in conversation regarding
professional practice and improving learning
experiences for all students

—




MAlanning 2011-12

Embedding Technology

Computer lab with: A Improve research A Improve delivery of
A 27 new desktops strategies instruction through
A Headsets and enriched interactive
microphones A Differentiated lessons
A Projector for teacher instruction allowing
laptop to aid instruction students use text, A Allow students the
images and audio to freedom to display their

Classrooms equipped with:

A SMART boards

A Minimum of 2 student A
laptops

demonstrate learning learning in a number of
different mediums
Use the internet as a

portal exposing A Improve student skills in
Travelling iPad lab students to a wide the use of technology
A 5 iPads used in range of information and their knowledge of
intervention programs and learning digital citizenship
and regular classroom opportunities
activity




MAlanning 2011-12

Communication

Tools / Facility Strategies

An EOES Communication Plan

Newsletters

The EOES Website

EOES School Council

Reporting Student Progress &
Parent/Student/Teacher
Conferences

Welcome to Ecole Olds
Elementary School: Thanks for
Visiting

Create in conjunction with staff & CESD
Guidelines

At least Monthly Communication from
the school and from individual classrooms

Web Site coordinator, Staff PD

Monthly meetings inviting all interested
Parents, Facebook, Newsletter

Is done in a variety of ways, including
conferences, progress reports, and
portfolios several times each year. Asa
staff, we are examining the way we report
to parents using Assessment for Learning
as a basis for discussion. Progress report
formats and content are changing.

Wall decals, front entrance visuals, front
office welcome

Outcomes

Outlines key messages and how we use face-to-

face opportunities, local media, newsletters, our
school website, and the business community to

communicate these to stakeholders

Play key roles in communications.

www.oldselementary.ca provides stakeholders
with up-to-date calendars, newsletters,
announcements, updates, community supporters
“Friends of EOES”, programs, plans, and reports.

Supports our programs and creates opportunities
for kids through fundraising, recognition,
program evaluation, parental input, and shared
decision making.

Parents become an integral part of the learning
process. They are able to understand the
outcomes in their child’s program and can work
proactively with staff to engage and challenge
their children.

Children, parents, community, and guests feel
the warmth of our EOES Culture the minute they
walk through the door



http://www.oldselementary.ca/

Mlanning 2011-12

Library
Tools / Facility Outcomes

Gr 2 Digital Books Student writing and illustrations will be A Catalogue can be viewed and shared on a
digitally scanned and inserted into a computer, Smart Board or LCD screen
PowerPoint presentation, converted into A Students will be involved in the technical
a movie file and stored in the Ecole Olds aspects of the projects
Elementary School library catalogue A Parents will have another way to view and

enjoy student writing

. A This will allow for more flexibility of content
EOES Destiny Homepage Link the EOES Destiny to and from the and create a more dynamic site.
Library Page on the Homepage school
website.

First Nations, Metis, Inuit
Tools /Resources | Strategies | Outcomes

Self Identification Encourage greater identification Able to provide support where and when
and do better monitoring at school needed for FNMI students to be successful
level

Greater awareness, interest and pride in
FNMI Coordinator Promote with staff to seek FNMI heritage and contributions
resources, support and guidance
All students will have an opportunity to
learn, engage and enhance their
Guest Speakers and Encourage staff to bring in FNMI experiences

Performers presenters / performers




Aooking Further

Three Trends

Strong support and
interest in our Pre
Kindergarten
program suggests
increasing numbers
in our early learning
population

A whole school
commitmento achieving
consistency in literacy and
numeracy should
positively affect both the
experience and results for
our students.

Continued opportunities through
AISI, School projects and Division

programs enhance the building of

leadership capacity at our school




Aooking Further

Three Challenges

Students At-Risk: As a society and a community, we have more at-risk students than
ever before. An increasing number of students under the age of 9 are living below the
poverty line. Alberta’s hot and cold economy has created hardships in the areas of
housing and food costs. Schools like ours must continue to address student needs and
work with community agencies to help families in need.

Declining Enroliments: A second elementary school has been built in our community.
This will result in declining enrollments for our school. This comes at a time when a
shortage of affordable housing has resulted in a marked decrease in the number of
young children in our community. As a result, we will continue to support our
community’s efforts to develop affordable housing for young families.

Learning Supports: As a staff, we have committed to providing the very /{'“

best in both programming and opportunities for our students. U

Many of our students come with very unique and complex challenges =

and programming needs. This provides us with the challenge to enhance our.
skills in many different areas and become creative with our supports. e ——

S,

—
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ey, Questions:forConsideration

A What thoughts or questions do you have
after participating in this presentation?
AAret here any data or t

addressed that you would like to know
more about?
A Do you have any suggestions for focus
or improvement?
A What is one positive that came out ogﬂls
presentation?




